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Cert.  Meat  Insp.,  Sanitary  Insp.  and  Surveyor. 
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W.  H.  GRACE,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  DP.H.,  Royal  Infirmary,  Chester. 


Llangollen  Urban  District  Council 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS, 

MISS  LANGFORD  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1938,  together  with  the  Annual  Report  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  same  period.  This  report  is  not  a 
survey  report,  but  a summary  of  the  year’s  work  prepared  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry’s  Circular  1728  (Wales). 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Population,  1938 
Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  1938 
Rateable  Value  of  District 


3,107 

2,893 

933 

£17,509 


Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £66  11s.  6d. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  social  conditions  of 
the  district  during  the  year  under  review. 


SECTION  A. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

LIVE  BIRTHS:  (Legitimate)  Male,  16;  Female,  20;  (Illegitimate), 
Male,  1;  Total,  37. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  12.78. 
STILLBIRTHS:  Male,  2;  Female,  1;  Total,  3. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  14.17. 
DEATHS:  Males,  21;  Females,  28;  Total,  49. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population,  16.90. 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  (Headings  29  and  30  of  the 
Registrar-General’s  Short  List)  :— 

No.  29 — Puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

No.  30 — Other  puerperal  causes  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Total,  Nil. 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births,  Nil. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births... 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  27.02 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  10 

„ „ Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

„ „ Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  0 

„ „ Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  0 
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SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

No  change  has  taken  place  in  these  Services  since  the  last 
report. 

(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES:  Chester  Royal  Infirmary  for 
general  work;  University  College  of  North  Wales  for  Certified 
milk  examination. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES:  Infectious  Diseases,  Wrexham 
Joint  Hospital  Board;  Accidents,  Wrexham  Police  Ambulance. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME:  By  District  Nurse  under  the  local 
Nursing  Association,  which  is  a voluntary  Association. 

(D)  CLINIC  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES:— 

(1)  County  Council  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Llangollen. 

(2)  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  at  Wrexham. 

(3)  Venereal  Diesases  Treatment  Centre,  Wrexham. 

(4)  General  Nursing,  Llangollen  Cottage  Hospital,  which 
also  deals  with  some  Maternity  cases. 

(5)  Orthopaedic  Treatment  at  Park  Hall  Hospital. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  district  has  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water. 

A copy  of  the  Analyst’s  Report  herewith: — 

Copy. 

THE  CHESTER  ROYAL  INFIRMARY. 

Pathological  Dept., 

No.  of  Report,  12476/M.F.,  3rd  December,  1938. 

To  E.  Lovatt,  Esq., 

Llangollen  Urban  D.  Council. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER. 

Sample  of  water  from  consumer’s  tap. 

Sample  collected,  30/11/38. 

Sample  received,  30/11/38. 
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REPORT. 


Average  number  of  organisms  producing  visible  colonies  on 
Gelatine  plates,  incubated  at  20.22  C.  for  three  days  ...  Nil 

Average  number  of  organisms  producing  visible  colonies  on 
Agar  plates  incubated  at  37.5  C.  for  two  days  ...  ...  Nil 

Bacillus  coli  communis  was  absent  in  100  c.c.’s. 
Streptococci  was  absent  in  10  c.c.’s. 

B.  enteriditis  sporogenes  was  absent  in  50  c.c.’s. 

Remarks:  This  is  an  excellent  water. 

(Signed)  W H.  GRACE, 

M.D.  (London),  B.Se.,  M.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE:  Negotiations  in  connection  with 
the  proposed  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  Scheme  were 
continued  during  the  year,  but  the  work  had  not  been 
actively  started. 

CLOSETS  ACCOMMODATION:  There  has  been  no  change  since 
my  last  report. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING:  This  work  is  carried  out  efficiently  and 
details  appear  in  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS:  No  complaints  have  been  received 
of  bed  bugs  in  any  house. 

SANITARY  INSPECTIONS:  Details  are  given  in  Sanitary 

Inspector’s  Report. 

SHOPS  AND  OFFICES:  It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  in 
respect  of  Shops  or  Offices  during  the  year. 

CAMPING  SITES:— 

(1)  Camping  is  not  now  a serious  matter  in  the  district. 
There  were  several  small  camps  used  for  very  short 
periods  only. 

(2)  Camping  Sites  are  not  in  use  for  periods  long  enough  to 
require  a licence  under  Section  269  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

(3)  I have  no  figures  as  to  the  number  of  campers  during 
the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT:  This  is  not  a serious  matter  in  this 
district  and  no  action  was  necessary. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS  OR  POOLS:  There  are  none  in  the  Urban 
area. 

SCHOOLS:  All  the  Schools  in  the  district  obtain  their  water 
supply  from  the  Town  mains  and  the  sanitary  condition  is 
satisfactory. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS:  No  action  was  taken  during  the  year. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  49 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regula- 
tions, 1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose...  16 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  8 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  formal 
Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  5 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authoity  in  default  of  owners  ...  — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  3 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  16 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  90 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  6 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses 

have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local 
Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement 
of  overcrowding. 

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report. 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS:  No  action  has  been  taken  under 
Seeion  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

TUBERCULOSIS:  No  action  was  necessary  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or 
under  Section  172  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES,  1938 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

admitted  to  Total 
Hospital  Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

Pneumonia 

6 

0 

4 

Other  diseases 

generally 

notifi- 

able 

1 

0 

0 

ANALYSIS 

OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 

Age 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Under  1 year 
1 — 2 years 

3 „ 

4 „ 

5 „ 

10  „ 

15  „ ...  ...  1 

20  „ 

35  „ ...  ...  ...  1 

45  „ 

65  years  and  over  ...  ...  5 ...  1 

1 ...  6 ...  1 


TUBERCULOSIS 


NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1938. 


New  Cases 


Deaths 


Age  Non-  Non- 

Periods  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory  Respiratory 


M. 

F.  M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

0 ... 

1 ... 

5 ... 

1 ... 

15  

1 

25  ... 

1 .. 

35  ... 

1 

1 ... 

45  ... 

1 

55  ... 

1 ... 

65  upwards  ... 

Totals 

3 

2 ... 

1 ... 

1 .. 

F. 
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There  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any  difficulty  in  the 
notification  of  diseases  during  the  year. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1938. 

Disease  M. 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Tuberculosis  (Resp.) 

Peptic  Ulcer  ....  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ....  2 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ...  ...  2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diabetes 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  Violence  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


21 


6 

5 

4 

1 

2 

1 

28 


Total 

10 

1 

1 

4 
2 
8 
9 
6 
1 

5 
2 
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INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS. 

Premises  Inspections  Notices  Prosecutions 

Factories  (with  mech.  power)  20  ...  2 

Factories  (without  mech.  power)  14 

34  ...  2 


DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


W ant  of  Cleanliness 
Other  Offences 


Referred  to 
Found  Remedied  H.M.  Insp. 

1 ...  1 

1 ...  1 


Plas  Teg, 

Llangollen. 
July,  1939. 


2 ...  2 

Yours  obediently, 

RICHARD  DRINKWATER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR,  1938. 

RECORD  OF  SANITARY  WORK. 


INSPECTIONS. 

For  the  purpose  of  Housing  Acts  (including  re-visits)  ...  71 
Investigation  of  Infectious  Disease  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspection  of  Drainage  Works  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Drainage  Tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Inspections  for  Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Re-visits  for  Sanitary  Defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Complaints  Received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Visits  for  other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

Visits  in  connection  with  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  286 

Visits  for  Meat  and  Food  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  280 

Samples  of  Milk  Taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Sample  of  Water  Taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cowsheds  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Slaughterhouses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bakehouses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Factories  and  Workshops  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  14 

Petroleum  Stores  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Amusement  Halls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Appointments  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Interviews  on  Sanitary  matters  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Schools  Visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Not  completed  at  31st  December  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND. 

Stopped  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Defective  Water  Supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Want  of  Ashes  Receptacles  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Defective  Structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Defective  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Privies  Converted  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  W.C.  Fittings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Roofs  and  Gutters  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


80 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  methods  since  the  last  report. 

DETAILS  OF  WORK  IN  1938. 

Number  of  days  on  which  Scavenging  was  done  ...  ...  118 

Tons  of  Refuse  removed  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...1056 

Loads  of  Excreta  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  Privies  and  Cesspools  Cleansed...  ...  ...  79 


TOTAL  COST  OF  WORK  (There  are  no  loan  charges) : — 

Collection  and  Disposal  of  Dry  Refuse  ...  ...  £409  3 11 

Cleansing  Privies  and  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  22  15  0 

£431  18  11 


ANALYSIS:— 

Collection  of  Dry  Refuse 
Disposal  of  Dry  Refuse 
Haulage  of  Dry  Refuse 


Pence  per  ton 
£152  6 9 = 34.62 

108  11  8 = 25.62 

148  5 6 ~ 33.74 


Labour  Privies,  etc.,  ... 
Haulage,  Excreta 


£409  3 11  = 93.98 

19  15  0 ) 78.22 

3 0 0 / per  privy 


£431  18  11 

Because  of  a fluctuating  population,  accurate  figures  based 
on  population  cannot  be  given. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934:  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  pro- 
ceedings during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY:  At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  12 
Producer-Retailers  and  4 Retailers  whose  Cowsheds  are  out- 
side the  area;  of  which  number  2 retail  Certified  T.T.  Milk, 
2 Accredited  Milk,  and  1 Pasteurized  Milk.  22  Samples  were 
taken  during  the  year.  Cowsheds  are  periodically  inspected 
and  are  generally  kept  in  a clean  state. 

(b)  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS:  Regular  inspection  of  Meat  is 
carried  out,  but  the  work  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is 
undertaken  by  the  County  Authority.  There  are  7 Licenced 
Slaughterhouses.  One  licence  expired  and  was  not  renewed. 
Frequent  visits  are  paid  to  Slaughterhouses,  Shops,  etc.,  of 
which  there  are  7 Meat  Shops  and  3 Fish  Shops.  During  the 
year  some  280  visits  were  made. 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  IN  1938:— 


Cattle  Insp.  Cows  Sheep, 

Exclud.Cows  (Heifers)  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 


Number  inspected 

All  diseases  (except  T.B.) 

Whole  Carcase  Cond.  ... 

Carcase  of  which  some 


121 


12 


64  ...  711  ...  306 


1 ... 


part  or  Organ  was  Cond. 

25  . 

2 ...  2 ...  2 

Percentage  of  Animals 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than 

20.3  . 

..  16.6  ...4.65...  3. 

T.B.  Only: — 

Whole  Carcase  Cond.  ... 

Part  or  Organs  Cond.  ... 

32  . 

Percentage  of  Animals 
inspected  affected  with 

T.B. 

26.4  . 



ARTICLES  OF  FOOD  CONDEMNED:— 

Veal  ... 

62  lbs. 

Beef 

24  „ 

Pork 

66  „ 

Mutton 

40  „ 

Tinned  Tongue  ... 

6 „ 

Ox  Livers 

300  lbs. 

Ox  Lungs 

...Number  3 

Pigs  Heads 

„ 25 

Pigs  Plucks 

105 

Sheep  Plucks  . . . 

22 

Other  Organs  ... 

2 

No  action  has  been  taken  in 

regard  to  Nutrition. 

There  are  no  Shellfish  Beds  in  the  district. 

22  ...  87 


1 

119 

39.2 


Yours  obediently, 


E.  LOVATT, 


June,  1939. 
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